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I stunned. Aunt Mar)- hud just said tha 
Uncle Dan was coming to take Arthur lo i 
basketball game at St. Peters College-anr. 

_ I really don't feel tiki- going lu.l.i 
Arthur fin all) managed Togo lp. "I have a 
jK&a. Besides, I promised to fake those 
£rartoJimm)'Hogan."Nowit»a5Mr 5 . 
nans him lo be stunned, 
-►"If you've a headache, you'll not tak 
books oicrloHogans'." 
Bftnly. "Ill call Jin. in;, .n.l 
fii; I., ink- ,.[scwhpre." 

"No, Mom, 111 call ] H,-ii, M pick (Ik 

npbere."Then Arthur adderirpiicllv. "] tiii 
ID go to my room" 

M Are you ill. Arthur''' Aui.t Mjri w.nital 

"No.Aunl! 

Cllrisjnia'i." Arllllir fell illijjry J[ liimsrlf, Sild 
Jillliliv. ;iikI tw-vl;i'.\v. Ami. v." El ill"- Mill ■'.■■ : 
lothesanicMitlil'iu.-lH.Vm.Ai-lliMi iv.nilc.i ■ 
hfrl jlf-VsO r C. f.i [i ■.■ ll'.^n. T_\-lllLi; ^;is in 

much fun, Arthur was discovering YVi, In 



brick there. Miss Price found 
stolen Fniit, discovered even mi 

hiiii'i-lt" Ijich- ajioiii ii. Disappointed and pi 
haps n llit SUSplciot!.' liecansi: tier friends Ii. 

pii>[>1c .ln-.uld. Mjn Pru-r- ni.Ltli; lili-phnnii i 



i, naturally, r did 

now. 1 received your nice basket and card, but 
there was only une little hi null of grape.: in tho 
buke.t-and that was partly eaten. 1 thought 
perhaps your messenger was hungry, so I do- 
dder], to s.y nolhing." It was the same story 
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I Butcher mci-i left hiin. IinU-iieJ.Jus was mad-fight in; 
led for the mad. He left the bus and. 'straight* ay. went 
(or the jnb looking lor Tommy. 

Ing money "Hcv. Iticraunil" Tummy had spied him 

3 to Arthur first. "I've heen looking for you. I'm going to 

.eej. young two bin." Me held out his right hand. 

ot think of "Got this, and Ret it straight. Tom DM" 

Arlhur snapped. "You'll never get another red 

ian, knows rent from mel" Tom was startled. How sud- 
denly diiferent wds this Arthur from the crmg- 

es," Arthur ing easymark he had knownl 



elcphone and asked for Miss 
Price's number- Mr. Mever explained his rea- 
son for calling. Meanwhile, Arthur stood near 

liv. trembling from lirjd to foot like a white 
s.iil iiilini; in the breeze. 

"Yes. the boy is here," Mr. Meyer turned 10 
Arlhur. "Hero. son. Miss Price wants to talk 



s.Fora 



r.heli:.!. 



gulping n 

"I-I-I did? F.r, viiu mean... but speech 
had deserted Arlhur. Finnlly he hung up anil 
moved mechanically Out nf the shop, leaving 
a bewildered Mr. Meyei 



X.U1.6 

had stolen all, save a re 
Price's fruit before he 
True. Arthur had stall 
which to bribe Te 



ouble-c 



rnisi-i-:' lie 
TO. nf MISS 




iu.TomDix.II 
Arthur continued, fire in h 
everything you've been up tc 



lowyouj 



(hen 



mpty.- 



, brother, we both know who 
stole that fruitl" Tommy countered. 'Too did 

up a quarter for me right now. 111 be stopping 
off at your house to have a nice little talk wiLh 
your mother. BrsidVs." Tom added dcti.L.i: 1 -. 
"I'm going 10 need another quartet tomorrow. 
mi vuifd heifer get busyl" 

"You're a. sneaking thief, that's what you 
arel" Arthur managed to say. his muscles 
quivering. "Ill never give YOU another con'.!" 

This was more than Tommy could lake 11= 
swung at Arthur-hut missed. Arthur was spoil- 
ing lor a fight, himself. Ail Ihe fear and oil tlio 
lies of those long months welled up within 
him. and he struck back at Tommy viciously. 
The blow hit Tommy right on the chin arid 
seul him sprawling into the gutter But as he 
Ml. his brad •truck ihe curbstone. 

When Tommy failed to stir. Arlhur rushed 
toward him, panic-stricken. "I've killed liiml 
I've killed him!" Arthur yelled, then ran down 
the street as last as Inn legs would carry hnn. 

Meanwhile, passersby, startled by Arthur'i 
•ending- - 



radio 



poifo 



and Ton 



to the hospital 
Arthur did not know where to i 

be alter hint He dared not go hi 
he knew not ' 



M going, h 
Ashet 






another street, he taw 
i ahead of him. "Co in," 
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g dotal lii Tom, 






Thin he went lo see Hiss Price and obta 






loot when this 




1 del Ii »as only 


Strangely enough. Arthur die! nul Bod i 




rh(ii.-„ll K. »o lo Tuumiv ill lln- hii<|>iliit. 


(o jail, flense. St. 


:i|>ii]i^i,:i- fur hi?: .1111; .-T .Hill lor llie injur 




li.nl faus.'(l. Il was Turd for Tommy, howe 


to id! Mom ami 


It. undersold what Arthur meant whr. 


\rlhur prayed for 


I..1.I liim lime milch belter he had Ml sfti 



t His father had bed] 



-Mom.may I wiMun ™d T1;k1 W a mim.t.:?- 
Arthur spoke wearily. "Will you come into die 
library loi a few minutes, you and Dad?" 

Mother and Dad Brennan followed their 
•on into Ihe library, where, without edo he told 
them the whole story. lie omitted no details, 
from the day thai Tommy Dis had delivered 
the baskets for him until his visit lo SI. Rita's 
Artae today. When he had told everything. lie 
Ml so much belter- n. tlioie.'.h a great wui^lil 
hid been lifted from his shoulders. Ihe weight 
Of ■ hundred licsl 
,y did not 



>■-■!: I. 1 1. 



had told him 



m Father nniglry. 

ever Willi rLeiild gang my more. 
ray and Phil and Jimmy Hngan 
gangnow.FnrJimmy.too.jrpiar- 
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THE. BARK. ONES SHOW THE TOY IN WHICH 




ILLINOIS, the. ftrairie. Strata 




INDIANA, the &fooj-ie>rJ?ate^ 
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